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KDITORIAI. 

75 YEARS ISSS/IUSS 

What are the next steps? 

On 19 May 1924, the International Society of Soil Science (ISSS) was founded in Rome, Italy. This 
year, we are celebrating our 75* anniversary. In our next Bulletin, we will publish an extensive article 
on this occasion. 

Looking back, it becomes evident that in the last decade we have prepared well for the challenge of the 
next century, by joining the International Council for Science (ICSU) in 1993. and by restructuring our 
administration, transforming the International Society of Soil Science into an International Union of 
Soil Sciences (IUSS) in 1998 (during the 16" World Congress of Soil Science in Montpellier). The 
members of IUSS are now mainly national soil science societies instead of individual members, who, 
nevertheless, are still welcome from those countries that do not have a national soil science organiza­
tion. 

Looking ahead, at the development of our Union in the next century, the question arises, what the next 
steps in our common endeavours should be. 
Two main goals have to be reached within the next two years: 

clarifying and defining the financial situation of our Union, especially the financial contributions 
from national societies: 
developing a new scientific structure for the Union, aiming at creating Divisions as main opera­
tional units, with Commissions. Working Groups associated to them, as well as Committees, so 
as to make our scientific structure more operational. 

A meeting of the Standing Committee of Structure and Statute (CSS) and the Standing Committee of 
Budget and Finances (CBF) will take place in Vienna, from October 7-10, 1999. in order to elaborate 
strategies for fulfilling both tasks. The proposals developed during this meeting will be published in 
the next Bulletin. No. 96/1999-2. for further discussion amongst Union members. 

Final decisions on both issues will be taken by vote during the Extraordinary Council Meeting in 
Bangkok. Thailand, from April 17-22. 2<XX). to which the Executive Committee and accredited repre­
sentatives from all national soil science societies, as well as three Honorary Members will be invited. 

By these further steps, we will not only create an operational basis for the 17ln World Congress of Soil 
Science in Thailand, in 2002. but also a sound and long-lasting scientific, administrative and financial 
structure of our Union, in order to meet the challenges of the next century. 

Winfried E. H. Blum 
Secretary-General 
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REPRESENTATIVES of the HONORARY MEMBERS at RISS 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

RESULT OF THE ELECTIONS 

May 1999 

The 19 Honorary' Members of our Union were asked to elect three representatives who are to take part 
in the future IUSS Council Meetings. 

These are the three Honorary Members elected for the period 1998-2002: 

Prof. Dr. R. Dudal. Belgium 
Prof. Dr. E.G. Hallsworth. Australia 
Prof. Dr. K.-H. Hange. Germany 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE: 
SOILS OF URBAN, INDUSTRIAL, TRAFFIC AND MINING AREAS 

July 12 - 18, 2000 Essen (near Düsseldorf Airport) Germany 

The first International Conference of the IUSS Working Group "Soils of Urban. Industrial. Traffic and 
Mining Areas (SUITMA)". Objective: to get a first overview about the activities in this field and to 
bring together soil scientists who are already working in the field of urban soils or who are planning to 
do so. 

Scientific programme: (July 14.15.17). Within the framework of »urban areas« it will deal with: 
City management and soils; Soil heritage in urban areas; Reports on soils observed in urban sites; 
Methods and examples of field survey: Analytical methods and their applicability; Classification - soil 
substrate, soil development, soil use; Relationships of soil use and history to soil features and deve­
lopment; Man-made materials, their features and quality as soils; Application of soil informations; 
Communal and industrial sludges and wastes; Storm-water infiltration, ground-water recharge, drai­
nage, irrigation; Vegetable garden areas, food supply; Green, park and urban forest areas: Playing and 
sporting ground; Burial ground; City planning; Quality of urban soils; Soil protection and soil as bio-
top/pedotop; Soil degradation (chemical, physical, biological); Soil remediation: Specific problems of 
industrial sites; Specific problems of traffic sites (sealing, de-icing, wetting, emmissions. roads, rail­
way, airport, harbour); Specific problems of mining sites. 
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One day excursipns: 
A (July 12) - Modified soils (through mixing, compaction, translocation, humus-accumulati­
on etc.) 
B (July 16) - Soils from man-made substrates (rubble, waste, sludges, ashes, slags) 
C (July 18) - Urban soil use - garden, playing ground, burial ground, storm water infiltration 
D (July 13) - Extreme contaminated soils 
E (July 16) - Soils from hard-coal mining and soil reclamation. 

Other events: 
SM - Small group discussions on the objectives of the programme 
RP - Research partner mediation event. 

Registration: 
The registration fee will be about US$ 200. The fees of each excursion will be approximately US$ 80. 
A notice of intent should be sent to the Organizing Committee before October I. 1999. The second 
circular, including the scientific programme, details of payment of registration and excursion fees etc. 
will be senl after receiving the notice of intent. 

More information will be available at our home-page http://www.uni-essen.de/bodenkunde 
or contact: 

Prof. Dr.Wolfgang Burghardt 
FB 9 - Angewandte Bodenkunde 
Universität-GH Essen. 
Postfach 103 764, D 45117 Essen 

Tel.-No.: +49-201-183-3754 or 2390 
Fax-No.: +49-201-183-2390 
e-muil: wolfgang.burghardt@uni-essen.de 

Notice of intent should be send to Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Burghardt (adress above). 
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