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EDITORIAL 

The presidency of the activities of the ISSS falls for the next four years to France. As such, and 
with the contribution of all of you. we will have to pursue two goals: the preparation of the 16,h 

World Congress of Soil Science, to be held in Montpellier in August 1998. and the modification of 
the structures and the evolution of the activities of our society, two ambitious tasks which will 
give an impulse to the society We are glad that the ISSS has given us their confidence and. although 
it is an arduous task, we are sincerely grateful to the Council and the Assembly of the ISSS for this. 
We know that organizing an international congress is a great scientific opportunity for the French 
scientific community. But we also know that only the collaboration of the whole international scien
tific community will be able to make the I6th Congress successful: Vice-President Marcel Jamagne 
and myself appeal for a strong and demanding collaboration. 

Concerning the 16th Congress in Montpellier, those who were in Acapulco have already receiv
ed some general and scientific information in a brochure given to all participants of the 15th Congress. 
More complete information w ill be given in the next ISSS Bulletin. We will do our outmost to make 
this Congress an event equal to the challenge that a good management of the relationship between soil 
and societies represent for the future of the world. 

As regards the ISSS as a community of scientists concerned with the soil. 1 am convinced thai we 
will have to work in four directions. 

1. First, let's remain ourselves. Soil is an environment in itself, which deserves to be studied as 
such. Soil scientits should not always have to account for the relation of the soil to its possible uses. 
We still have to do a lot of fundamental research to get abetter knowledge of the soil systems and their 
dynamics. We have to accelerate the implementation of this research, both in the field and in the lab
oratories. 

2. We have to develop scientific relations between researchers in soil science and those in 
other sciences: physical, chemical, biological and geological sciences, social sciences, etc. Fortun
ately, soil science is a science of interfaces and of complex systems: therefore we need to achieve 
exchanges with other sciences, while the other sciences need our knowledge and our methodologies 
as well. 

3. We have to develop studies on the relationship between soil systems and human activities. 
This will be the main theme of the Montpellier Congress: ""present functioning of world pedological 
systems in relation w ith the various types of land use by human societies." 

4. Soil Eduction: people know a lot about satellites, but nothing about soils' We have tocon\ nice 
them that knowledge of soils by everybody is vital for the future of the Earth; soil is in the midst of 
the Earth's ecosystems: without soil, no life; we have to explain this to everyone; we have to give 
everybody the possibility to become an active participant in the good use of soils. This is a true prior
ity for all members of the ISSS. 

I think that the future structure of the ISSS. on which we will work intensively during the coming 
months, will have to consider these four priorities. I commit myself to give this the attention it de-
serves. 

Alain Ruellan. President. ISSS 
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NEW ISSS OFFICERS 

Prof.Dr. Alain RUEI.LAN, new President of the International So
ciety or Soil Science, 1994-1998. Prof. Alain Ruellan war born in 
Bourg-La-Reinc. near Paris, on August 7. 1931. He has been Engineer 
of Agronomy since 1954 and obtained the Degree of Doctor of Scien
ces in 1970. He is an expert in the morphology of pedological covers. 

He started his scientific career in Morocco, where he worked for 10 

É
years studying the morphology of Mediterraneansoils and the deve

lopment of irrigated soils. After 2 years in Senegal, he became a Pro-
^ ^ ^ fessor at the University of Rennes, where, for 10 wars he developed 

teaching and research, correlating the various disciplines of soil 
science to other disciplines necessary for the understanding and the 
management of the human habitat. From 1982 to 1987 he was the Di
rector General of ORSTOM (Institut Français de Recherche Scientifi

que pour le Développement en Coopération). Subsequently, he put the interdisciplinary and interna
tional experience that he had gained in the course of this work ut the disposal of CNRS (Centre Na
tional de la Recherche Scientifique), where he was in charge of environmental research. Since 1989 
he has been the director of CNEARClCentre National d'Etudes Agronomiques des Régions Chaudes) 
in Montpellier. Since 1979. he has also developed numerous activities in the fields of research and 
teaching and of making information available to the general public in Brazil. He is the author of ap
proximately 300 publications and several books. 

Alain Ruellan was the president of AFES (Association Française pour l'Etude du Sol), from 1989 
to 1992. He was the president of Commission V of ISSS from 1986 to 1990. From 1986 to 1994 he 
dedicated himself to the Working Group "World Reference Base". 

He founded the Standing Committee on Education in Soil Science of ISSS and presided it from 
199010 1994. 

Dr. Marcel G.H. Jamagne. new Vice President of the Internatio
nal Society of Soil Science. 1994-1998. 

Marcel Jamagne was born in 1931 in Brussels. Belgium, and studied 
Agronomy. Forestry and Soil Science at the Universities of Gembloux 
and Ghent. He has been Engineer of Agronomy and Forestry since 
1955, earned his degree of Master of Soil Science in 1966 and his 
Doctor's degree in Agronomical Sciences in 1973. 

After three years' cooperation in the field of soil survey in Central Af
rica, he went to France to work at the National Institute for Agronom
ic Research (INRA), as head of the detailed soil mapping service for 
the northern part of the country. In 1968. he created the Service d' 
Elude des Sols et de la Carte Pédologique de France ("Soil Study and 
Pedological Map of France"), which in the meantime has been large

ly developed and extended, and he became the director of ils national soil survey staff of INRA in Or
leans. 

Since 1973 he has been working as a national delegate and international expert within the frame
work of different committees of the European Union dealing wiih the use and conservation of land 
and water. At present he is general coordinator for the extension of the European soil geographic da
ta base to Central and Eastern European countries. 

He also served as an expert for the Council of Europe and is a member of a number of soil science 
societies. 

5 


