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EDITORIAL

The presidency of the activities of the ISSS falls for the next four years to France. As such, and
with the contribution of all of you, we will have to pursue two goals: the preparation of the 16
World Congress of Soil Science, to be held in Montpellier in August 1998, and the modification of
the structures and the evolution of the activities of our society, two ambitious tasks which will
give an impulse to the society. We are glad that the ISSS has given us their confidence and, although
it is an arduous task, we are sincerely grateful to the Council and the Assembly of the ISSS for this.
We know that organizing an international congress is a great scientific opportunity for the French
scientific community. But we also know that only the collaboration of the whole international scien-
tific community will be able to make the 16th Congress successful: Vice-President Marcel Jamagne
and myself appeal for a strong and demanding collaboration.

Concerning the 16th Congress in Montpellier, those who were in Acapulco have already receiv-
ed some general and scientific information in a brochure given to all participants of the 15th Congress.
More complete information will be given in the next ISSS Bulletin, We will do our outmost to make
this Congress an event equal to the challenge that a good management of the relationship between soil
and societies represent for the future of the world.

As regards the ISSS as a community of scientists concerned with the soil, I am convinced that we
will have to work in four directions.

1. First, let’s remain ourselves. Soil is an environment in itself, which deserves to be studied as
such. Soil scientits should not always have to account for the relation of the soil to its possible uses.
We still have to do a lot of fundamental research to get a better knowledge of the soil systems and their
dynamics. We have to accelerate the implementation of this research, both in the field and in the lab-
aratories.,

2. We have to develop scientific relations between researchers in soil science and those in
other sciences: physical, chemical, biological and geological sciences, social sciences, etc. Fortun-
ately, soil science is a science of interfaces and of complex systems; therefore we need to achieve
exchanges with other sciences, while the other sciences need our knowledge and our methodologies
as well.

3. We have to develop studies on the relationship between soil systems and human activities.
This will be the main theme of the Montpellier Congress: “present functioning of world pedological
systems in relation with the various types of land use by human societies.”

4. Soil Eduction: people know a lot about satellites, but nothing about soils! We have to convince
them that knowledge of soils by everybody is vital for the future of the Earth: soil is in the midst of
the Earth's ecosystems: without soil, no life; we have to explain this to everyone: we have to give
everybody the possibility to become an active participant in the good use of soils. This is a true prior-
ity for all members of the ISSS.

I think that the future structure of the ISSS. on which we will work intensively during the coming
months, will have to consider these four priorities. I commit myself to give this the attention it de-
serves.

Alain Ruellan, President, ISSS






