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The 13" International Congress of Soil Science, Hamburg, August 1986
FINAL REPORT OF THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

The XIIIth Congress, which took place in Hamburg August 13-20, enjoyed a high
participation of delegates from many countries. As at August 14 somewhat more than
1500 participants in total were registered, coming from 85 countries in the following
continents: Europe: 54%/; North America: 15%; Latin America 3%,; Asia: 17%,; Africa:
7% Australia/New Zealand: 4.

Except for the seven plenary sessions and 24 symposia with invited speakers, 980
voluntary contributions were offered, of which about one third was presented orally
and two thirds as posters.

The poster sessions attracted an especially high number of interested visitors. This
was principally due to the fact that the participants were free from commitment ot
parallel sessions, that they could speak directly to the authors and visit the subject
of their interest without regard to time. Furthermore, due to the large number of con-
tributions, the exposition gave a good overview of the soil research in all represented
countries.

The original programme of 14 tours was carried out with the exception of tour
F, which had to be cancelled because of too few participants. Tour B was changed
to a bustour, instead of the planned tour by boat, as too few persons showed interest.
In total over 600 excursion tickets were sold.

The congress papers in the form of 4 volumes were given to the participants upon
registration. Volume I contains the full text of the papers presented in the plenary
sessions, and Volumes [I-1V extended abstracts. The symposia papers will be printed
early in 1987. A limited number of volumes with congress papers is available. Informa-
tion can be obtained from the Organizing Committee or the Office of the Secretary-
General of the I1SSS.

The Organization Committee wishes to express its appreciation to the Secretary-
General, Dr. W. Sombroek, to the Treasurer, Dr. D. Gabriels, as well as to the former
officers of the Commissions for their help and cooperation. Through their participa-
tion in drawing up the programme and especially for chosing the plenary speakers
and the symposia coordinators — they have contributed considerably both to successful
planning and, by their energetic cooperation during the Congress, to a successful Con-
gress itself,

Many thanks should also be extended to all co-workers and assistants of the local
organization, the Hamburger Messegesellschaft (HMC), and above all to Mrs. Ch.
Kuchenbuch as well as to the local secretary Dr. B. Hintze (University of Hamburg).
Without their constant dedication much would not have run smoothly.

For the Organisation Committee,
the Chairman: K. H. Hartge

RAPPORT FINAL DU COMITE D’ORGANISATION

Le XIIléme Congrés a accueilli environ 1500 participants venus de 85 pays. D’aprés
la liste des inscriptions établie le 14 aoit, la répartition des participants par continent
d’origine se composait comme suit: Europe: 54%,; Amérique du Nord: 15%,; Amérique
Latine: 3%; Asie: 17%,; Afrique: 7%; Australie/Nouvelle Zélande: 4%;.

A c6té des 7 conférences pléniéres et des 24 symposiums pour lesquels des conféren-
ciers avaient été invités, il y a eu environ 980 communications volontaires. Environ
un tiers en a été présenté oralement, les deux autres tiers sous forme de poster.






