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NEWS OF THE COMMISSIONS, NOUVELLES DES 
COMMISSIONS, NEUES DER KOMMISSIONEN 

COMMISIONS I AND VI 

International symposium on soil-water physics and technology 

A joint meeting of Commission I (Soil Physics) and Commission VI (Soil Tech­
nology) of the International Soil Science Society was held at the Faculty of Agri­
culture of the Hebrew University in Rehovot, Israel from August 29 to September 5, 
1971. It was attended by some 130 visitors and some 200 colleagues from Israel. 
Nearly 60 papers were delivered at the regular sessions on such basic and applied 
topics as water movement in soils, energy relations and soilwater interactions, 
evaporation from soils and plants, crop water requirements, ion activity and migra­
tion, and management of soil and water salinity. The papers were followed by 
comprehensive and lively discussions, the proceedings of which will be published 
in book form by Springer Verlag (Dr. A. Hadas, chief editor). 

In addition to the regular sessions, a special invitational panel was convened 
on the topic of "Optimizing the Soil Physical Environment toward Greater Crop 
Yields". The aim of this panel was to bring together some of the most active re­
searchers in applied soil physics in an attempt to trigger a common effort to sum­
marize and evaluate the current status and trends of research in this vital field. 
The proceedings of this panel will shortly be published as a special volume by 
Academic Press (Prof. D. Hillel, editor), 

A pre-conference pedological excursion highlighted the major soils of the eastern 
Mediterranean region. Extensive post-conference tours, which were very well at­
tended, took the visitors through Galilee, Sharon, the Jordan Valley, Samaria, Judea, 
and the Negev Desert. 

The enthusiastic response of the participants in this conference testifies to its 
success and to the desirability of convening periodic meetings of this kind to explore 
the mutual interests of complementary Commissions of our International Society. 

Professor Daniel Hillel, Head 
Department of Soil Science 
The Hebrew University 
Faculty of Agriculture 

JOINT SESSION COMMISSIONS H AND IV 

International Symposium on Soil Fertility Evaluation 
New Delhi, India, February 9 -14, 1971 

The following note on this Symposium, composed by Drs. Kanwar and Biswas, 
was received too late to be inserted in Bulletin 38. As a consequence only a rather 
short account of this important event was published. For completeness' sake, and 
thus giving due emphasis to the first meeting of this nature, it was deemed justified 
to present this review to the members of the Society. 
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Dr. Marshall, President Commission VI greets Opening Session 



The proposal to hold the Symposium was made at the 9th International Congress 
on Soil Science at Adelaide (Australia) by Dr. J. S. Kanwar, the leader of the Indian 
Delegation on behalf of the Indian Society of Soil Science and the Indian Council 
of Agricultural Research and it was accepted. The Symposium was organised jointly 
by the Indian Society of Soil Science, Indian Council of Agricultural Research, 
Indian Society of Agronomy under the aegis of the International Soil Science Society. 
It was held at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi (India) from 9th to 14th February, 1971. 
The Organising Committee consisted of representatives from the sponsoring or­
ganisations and worked under the Chairmanship of Dr. J. S. Kanwar. Dr. T. D. Bis­
was acted as Secretary of the Symposium. 

Dr. J. S. Kanwar Dr. T. D. Biswas 

About 500 scientists of which 108 were from 26 foreign countries, such as 
Austria, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Combodia, Denmark, France, Federal Republic 
of Germany, German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Iran, Italy, Japan, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Nepal, Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
U.A.R., U.S.A. and U.S.S.R., participated in this Symposium. 

The inaugural session was presided over by Mr. T. P. Singh, Secretary to the 
Government of India, Ministry of Food, Agriculture, Community Development and 
Cooperation and the inaugural address was delivered by Dr. B. P. Pal, Director 
General, Indian Council of Agricultural Research. In his opening remarks, Mr. Singh 
dealt in detail on the importance of the fertiliser used for increasing production and 
underlined the importance of soil fertility evaluation. In his inaugural address, 
Dr. Pal urged the soil scientists and agronomists to cooperate in devising ways and 
means through which it would be possible to build up and maintain the soil fertility 

He stressed the need for more and more science based information in relation to 
soil particularly the assessment of soil fertility, climate and other factors. 

Professor F. A. van Baren, Secretary General of the International Society of Soil 
Science, Dr. O. P. Gautam, Executive Chairman of the Indian Society of Agronomy 
and Dr. N. P. Datta, Past President of the Indian Society of Soil Science welcomed 
the participants on behalf of the respective societies. Dr. T. D. Biswas Secretary of 
the Indian Society of Soil Science and Organising Secretary of the Symposium 
introduced the overseas delegates. Dr. J. S. Kanwar, President of the Indian Society 
of Soil Science and the Chairman of the Organising Committee of the Symposium 
explained the genesis and objectives of the Symposium. He particularly drew atten­
tion of the participants to the need for quantification of the soil tests data and crop 
responses to fertilisers. The necessity of micronutrient assessment in soil and plants 
and remedial measures for correcting their deficiency was keenly felt. Mr. K. P. A. 
Menon, Secretary of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research proposed a vote 
of thanks. 

Objectives: The objectives of the Symposium were to provide a valuable oppor­
tunity to review the present position of research on various aspects of soil fertility 
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Dr. Hallsworth, Part-President ISSS greets Opening Session 

Reception held for Symposium guests by Tel Aviv Municipality 


