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NEUES AUS DER GESELLSCHAFT 

9th International Congress of Soil Science 

Would members please note that the fee for registration and attendance at the 
9th International Congress of Soil Science is 

for a member 40 Australian dollars 
and 

for an associate 10 Australian dollars 
Approximate rates of exchange have been published in the Congress brochure 

and the approximate equivalents of $A40 are as follows: 

Neuvième congrès international de la science du sol 

Les membres sont priés de noter que le prix de registration pour et participation 
au 9me congrès international de la science du sol se monte à: 

pour un membre 40 dollars australiens 
et 

pour un associé 10 dollars australiens 
Les cotes d'échange approximatives furent publiées dans la brochure du 

Congrès et les équivalents approximatifs de $A40 sont les suivants: 

IX. Internationaler Bodenkundlicher Kongress 

Den Mitgliedern wird gebeten zu notieren, dass die Gebühr für Einschreibung 
und Teilnahme am 9. Internationalen Bodenkundlichen Kongress betragt: 

für ein Mitglied 40 Australischen Dollars 
und 

für ein Associé 10 Australischen Dollars 
Die approximativen Wechselkurse wurden in der Kongressbroehure publiziert 

und die Gegenwerte von $A40 sind ungefähr die folgenden: 
Britain 
Burma 
Cambodia 
Canada 
Ceylon 
France 
Germany 
Hungary 
India 
Italy 
Japan 
Lebanon 
Malaysia 

£ 
Kyats 
Riels 

$ 
Rupees 
Francs 

Deutsche Marks 
Forints 
Rupees 

16 
213.20 

1571.20 
48.00 

210.00 
218.00 
178.40 
520.00 
211.20 

Lira 27760 
Yen 
£ L 

$ 

16040 
134.00 
135.60 

New Zealand 
Pakistan 
Philippines 
Poland 
Singapore 
South Africa 
South Vietnam 
Spain 
Switzerland 
Thailand 
The Netherlands 
United States 
U.S.S.R. 

£ 
Rupees 

Pesos 
Zlotys 

$ 
Rands 

Piastres 

16 
210.20 
173.20 
180.00 
135.60 
31.60 

1552.00 
Pesetas 2688.00 
Francs 

Bahts 
Guilders 

$ 
Roubles 

192.40 
935.20 
160.80 
44.80 
40.00 



NEWS OF THE COMMISSIONS 

NOUVELLES DES COMMISSIONS 

NEUES AUS DEN KOMMISSIONEN 

Commissions V and VI 

First Meeting of the Sub-Commission on Salt Affected Soils 

On the initiative of UNESCO a meeting of the Sub-Commission on Salt 
Affected Soils was convened in Budapest from October 2—5, 1967, the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences acting as a host to the following participants: G. Aubert 
(France), C. A. Bower (USA), V. V. Egorov (USSR), M. M. Elgabaly (UAR), 
S. V. Govinda Rajan (India), V. V. Kovda (USSR). J. K. Skene (Australia), 
I. Szabolcs (Hungary) Chairman, F. A. van Baren (I.S.S.S.) and to S- Evteev 
(UNESCO), J. H. V. van Baren (F.A.O.) who also attended the meeting. 

The Participants in the Budapest Meeting on Salt Affected Soils. 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the programme of future activities 
of sub-commissions, specifically in view of the preparation of a world map of salt 
affected soils. This map is to be seen as a logical extension of the Soil Map of the 
World, FAO/UNESCO's well known project, which now is reaching the stage that 
a first draft of the map is expected to be ready for presentation at the occasion oi 
the 9th International Congress of Soil Science, Adelaide, 1968. After two days of 
meeting the sub-commission agreed on the main directives which should serve as a 
guide for those specialists in salt affected soils which will accept responsibility for 
the construction of the map. It was clearly stated that only through cooperation 
on a regional basis the ultimate goal could be achieved. Measures are now being 
studied that the continuation of the project be assured through support of the 
appropriate U.N. Agencies. It was further suggested that a second meeting be 
convened in the Armenian SSR in May 1969 which country gracefully offered its 
hospitality. 

A second point of general interest was discussed viz. the need for coordinating 
classification and laboratory research of salt affected soils. Plans are being worked 
out that a special meeting of a small group of experts be convened to discuss the 
relative problems. 
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Two days of excursion in salt affected areas of Hungary concluded the meeting 
which thanks to the fine spirit of international understanding and the expert 
chairmanship of Dr. I. Szabolcs, Director of the Research Institute of Soil Science 
and Agricultural Chemistry of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, was very 
succesful indeed. 

The Hungarian Institute will be the Center for the co-ordination of the overall 
programme of activities of the Sub-Commission. 

A salty discussion on saline soils between friends who differ of opinion. 

Dr. Bower (U.S.A.) Prof. Kovda (U.S.S.R.) 

Commission V 
Working Group on Soil Horizon Designations 

As a follow-up of a recommendation made by the Advisory Panel on the 
Soil Map of the World, during its session in Moscow in 1966, and endorsed by the 
Meeting of Commission V held in Madrid in September 1966, the International 
Society of Soil Science invited a panel of experts to work out a proposal for an 
uniform system of soil horizon designations. 

This working group met at FAO Headquarters in Rome from the 19th to the 
21st of September 1967. The particpation in this meeting was as follows: 

Consultants 
— Prof. J. Bennema (Netherlands) 
— Prof. J . Boulaine (France) 
— Acad. I. P. Gerassimov (USSR) 
— Prof. E. Mückenhausen (Federal Republic of Germany) 
— Dr. R. W. Simonson (USA) 
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FAO 
— D. Luis Bramao, Chief, World Soil Resources Office, Land and Water De­

velopment Division 
— Mr. A. J. Smyth, Soil Correlator, Soil Survey and Fertility Branch, Land 

and Water Development Division 

UNESCO 
— Dr. S. Evteev, Programme Specialist, Natural Resources Research Division, 

Department of Advancement of Science 

ISSS 
— Prof. F. A. van Baren, Secretary-General, who acted as Chairman of the 

meeting 
— Dr. R. Dudal, Vice-Chairman of Commission V, who served as Technical 

Secretary 

The meeting reviewed the varicus systems of soil horizon designations which 
are presently used in different countries and also studied several proposals which 
have been made in the last few years for a revision of soil horizon designations. 
Recognizing the fact that the traditional ABC nomenclature is used by the great 
majority of soil scientists, it was decided to use these traditional designations as 
the basis for the proposed international system. The only major innovation proposed 
is the introduction of symbol E to indicate the eluvial horizon as a master horizon 
distinct from the A horizon which is now restricted to a horizon of accumulation 
of organic matter at or adjacent to the surface. It was felt that this separation 
would be more appropriate and would permit a more logical subdivision of the 
master horizons by numbers and suffixes. 

The first draft proposal, which aims at levelling out differences which exist 
between systems used in different countries, is reproduced below. A more complete 
report on the deliberations of the working group will be issued jointly by FAO, 
UNESCO and the ISSS. 

Comments on the suggested soil horizon designations would be higly welcomed 
and can be sent to the World Soil Resources Office, FAO, Rome. These comments 
will be incorporated in a second draft proposal, which will be submitted for dis­
cussion and adoption to Commission V at the forthcoming International Congress of 
Soil Science in Australia in 1968. 

Proposal for a uniform system of 

SOIL HORIZON DESIGNATIONS 
(first draft, September 1967) 

Master Horizons 

O: An horizon forming the upper part of the soil, consisting of fresh and/or 
partly decomposed organic matter accumulated under predominantly aerobic 
conditions, having a minimum organic matter content of 30 percent if the 
mineral fraction contains more than 50 percent of clay, or 20 percent organic 
matter if the mineral fraction has no clay. For intermediate clay contents 
proportional organic matter contents are required. 

A: An horizon formed or forming at or adjacent to the surface, consisting of an 
accumulation of humified organic matter intimately associated with the mineral 
fraction, having an organic matter content of less than 30 percent if the mineral 
fraction contains more than 50 percent of clay or less than 20 percent organic 
matter if the mineral fraction has no clay. For intermediate clay contents 
proportional organic matter contents are required*. 

• It will be noted that In the definitions of the O and A horizons, both the degree of decom­
position and the amount of organic matter are diagnostic. In the great majority of cases 
a very high organic matter content is correlative with a poor degree of decomposition but this 
is not necessarily so. Therefore, accumulations of more than 20 or 30 percent (depending on 
the textural variation as specified above) of humified organic matter or accumulations of less 
than 20 or 30 percent (depending on the textural variation as specified above) poorly decom­
posed organic matter will still be grouped with the A horizon. 
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